	Literature Circles: Day One
Date: 10/26/2009

Objectives for today’s lesson: 

· Students will demonstrate understanding of literature circle roles, goals and expectations through discussion and practice.

Materials & supplies needed:
· Reading folders with literature circle role worksheets(checker, vocabulary enricher, literary luminary, connector, questioner, illustrator and summarizer.)
· Short picture book (Where the Wild Things Are)



	Procedures and approximate time allocated for each event  
• Introduction to the lesson 
· “In the next few weeks we will be working in literature circles. Before we get started in our individual reading groups, we are going to cover each role that you will have to be soon.”

· I will introduce literature circles by explaining they are “groups of people reading the same book and meeting together to discuss what they have read”
· I will emphasize that this is a unit we will be working on for a few weeks and their success as a group member relies heavily on their ability to place their learning in their own hands and work together as a team.
· I will review our classroom rules for working in groups and reiterate the importance of them being able to work efficiently together in order to be successful during this unit. 

· *(Pass out Literature circle folders) I will introduce the Literature Circle Roles to the class, and answer any questions that students have about these roles (I will allow students to read the definitions out loud to the class).
 (12 minutes)  

• OUTLINE of key events during the lesson 
· Students will preview and read the roles they will be working on for the next few weeks.
· Role Definitions:

1. Checker: The checker makes sure that everyone has completed assignments, evaluates participation and helps monitor discussion for equal participation in the group.

2. Vocabulary Enricher: The vocabulary enricher clarifies word meanings and pronunciation. In this role, the person writes how the word was used in the story and looks up each word in the dictionary. 

3. Literary Luminary: The literary luminary locates (two-four) sections of the text to share with the group and states reasons for choosing those selections.

4. Connector: The connector finds connections: text to self, text to text and text to world.

5. Questioner: The questioner writes down questions about the part of the book the group is reading and asks the group questions pertaining to that days assignment. 

6. Illustrator: The illustrator chooses a passage from the book that the group is reading and draw a picture that relates to that part. This is the illustrators chance to share what they see when they read.

7. Summarizer: The summarizer prepares a short summary of the reading, including the most important points in the story so far.

· I will take student responses and ideas while completing the introduction to Literature Circles so that I can assess students understanding of each role and their expectations. 

 (30 minutes) 
• Closing summary for the lesson 
· I will conclude this first lesson by reviewing the roles and expectations for the next few weeks of class. I want to reiterate that I have high expectations for them over the next few weeks and that they need to work together in order to be a successful team.

· I will take any questions the students have about the literature circles and clarify anything they don’t understand.
· Once questions are answered I will briefly explain what we are doing tomorrow. (Reviewing roles, getting our reading logs, and practicing how to be the Discussion Director.)
(5-8 minutes)
• Transition to next learning activity
	Academic, Social and Linguistic Support during each event 
· Students will have the opportunity to visually see and orally hear the expectations for the literature circle roles.

· Students have the opportunity to participate in answering questions and getting familiar with the process of working in a literature circle.

· Students will fulfill 7 different roles in the group which gives them a chance to shine in multiple ways. 


	Assessment 
· I will be looking for most students to understand the different roles in the literature circles and how to act appropriately while in groups. I will get a sense of my students’ understanding of these things through informal observation.

	Academic, Social, and Linguistic Support during assessment

· I plan on observing a wide range of students during this activity and I will call on several different students, not just those that actively participate.  


	Reflection (What did students learn?  What did I learn about teaching literacy? What went well?  What would I do differently next time?)


	(Which students struggled with the material?  How will I reteach these students)


