	 Teaching Overview

Name: Bryan Kay  Grade Level: 5
School: Leslie Middle School    CT: Cam Corts
Target Area: Literature circles: Students will be placed in literature circles based on their reading level. Each day group members will take on different roles within the group. The students will fulfill a new role each day. Each student will have a chance to be the literary luminary, connector, questioner, illustrator, summarizer, vocabulary enricher and checker. The goal of working in literature circles is to improve reading and social skills.
       Role Definitions:

1. Checker: The checker makes sure that everyone has completed assignments, evaluates participation and helps monitor discussion for equal participation in the group.

2. Vocabulary Enricher: The vocabulary enricher clarifies word meanings and pronunciation. In this role, the person writes how the word was used in the story and looks up each word in the dictionary. 

3. Literary Luminary: The literary luminary locates (two-four) sections of the text to share with the group and states reasons for choosing those selections.

4. Connector: The connector finds connections: text to self, text to text and text to world.

5. Discussion director: The discussion director writes down questions about the part of the book the group is reading and answers the group questions pertaining to that day’s assignment. 
6. Illustrator: The illustrator chooses a passage from the book that the group is reading and draw a picture that relates to that part. This is the illustrators chance to share what they see when they read.

7. Summarizer: The summarizer prepares a short summary of the reading, including the most important points in the story so far.

GLCES:
· R.WS.05.07 in context, determine the meaning of words and phrases including symbols, idioms, recently coined words, content vocabulary, and literary terms using strategies and resources including analogies, content glossaries, and electronic resources.

· R.NT.05.03 analyze how characters’ traits and setting define plot, climax, the role of dialogue, and how problems are resolved.

· R.CM.05.01 connect personal knowledge, experiences, and understanding of the

world to themes and perspectives in text through oral and written responses.

· S.D.S.05.01 engage in interactive, extended discourse to socially construct meaning in book clubs, literature circles, partnerships, or other conversation protocols.
Objectives:
1. Students will demonstrate understanding of literature circle roles, goals and expectations through discussion and practice.
2. Students will improve vocabulary skills by using the context of the sentence and dictionary to find correct definitions of words that are unfamiliar to them.

3. Students will recognize figurative language, different parts of speech and improve their descriptive writing skills through guided instruction and practice.

4. Students will use prior knowledge and experiences to make text-to-self and text-to-text connections.

5. Students will identify literary elements (characters/plot/climax/solution/theme) in the texts they are reading, which will improve their comprehension skills.
6. Students will complete final project and presentation in a creative and cohesive way, demonstrating their understanding of the theme, main characters, setting, plot, climax and other characteristics of the book they read.
7. Students will make personal connections to a story by writing and telling about a time when they experienced a similar situation or emotion as one of the characters.

Assessments:
· Self evaluation (self participation during whole class lessons and literature circle time)
· Group member evaluation (evaluation of peers during literature circle time)
· Guided reading time (note card system, take observations of 5 students each class period)
· Final project (Tic-Tac-Toe Choice Board, I will look for students to demonstrate their understanding of the theme, main characters, setting, plot and climax of the book they read in  a creative way.)


	Mon. 10/26/09

Day 1
· Objective # 1
· Instructional Format: Whole class unit introduction
· Ongoing Assessment: I will be looking for students to fully understand expectations of working in groups and fulfilling group roles. Observational assessments from teacher
	Tues. 10/27/09 

Day 2
· Objective #1
· Instr. Format: Whole class lesson (Checker Role and Discussion Director Role)
· Ongoing Assessment: I will be looking for students to fully understand expectations of working in groups and fulfilling group roles. Observational assessments from teacher
· Exit cards
	Wed. 10/28/09 

Day 3
· Obj #1, 2
· Instr. Format: Whole class lesson (Review Discussion Director role and introduce 
Vocabulary Enricher role) 
· Ongoing Assessment: I will be looking for students to fully understand expectations of working in groups and fulfilling group roles. Observational assessments from teacher
· Exit cards
	Thurs. 10/29/09 

Day 4
· Obj # 1, 3
· Instr. Format: Whole class lesson (Review Vocabulary Enricher role and introduce Literary Luminary Role).
· Ongoing Assessment: I will be looking for students to fully understand expectations of working in groups and fulfilling group roles. Observational assessments from teacher
· Exit cards
	Fri. 10/30/09

Day 5
· Obj # 1, 4, 7
· Instr. Format: Whole class lesson (Review Literary Luminary Role and introduce Connector role)
· Ongoing Assessment: I will be looking for students to fully understand expectations of working in groups and fulfilling group roles. Observational assessments from teacher 
· Exit cards

	Mon. 11/2/09

Day 6
· Obj #1, 5
· Instr. Format: Whole class lesson (review Literature Circle Roles and introduce Illustrator and Summarizer role.)
· Ongoing Assessment: I will be looking for students to fully understand expectations of working in groups and fulfilling group roles. 
· Exit cards
	Tues. 11/3/09

Day 7
· Obj # 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7
· Instr. Format: Whole class lesson (Model group)
· Ongoing Assessment: Self evaluation, group evaluation and observational assessments from teacher
· Exit cards
	Wed. 11/4/09

Day 8
· Obj # 1, 2, 3
· Instr. Format: Whole class review, then break into reading groups for first literature circle meeting.

· Ongoing Assessment: Observational assessments from teacher
· Exit cards
	Thurs. 11/5/09

Day 9
· Obj # 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7
· Instr. Format: Whole class review, then break into reading groups for second literature circle meeting.

· Ongoing Assessment: Self evaluation, group evaluation and observational assessments from teacher
· Exit cards

	Fri. 11/6/09

Day 10
· Obj # 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7 
· Instr. Format: Whole class lesson, introduce final project, continue third literature circle meeting
· Ongoing Assessment: Self evaluation, group evaluation, observational assessments from teacher.
· Exit cards


